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Calling all writers
and photographers!
We are seeking
entries for the
2019 Local History
Awards. Share your
photos and stories
about people,
places or events in the Vincent area and
be eligible to win some great prizes.
The Awards have been held since 2001
and have helped build an amazing Local
History Collection for the City of Vincent.
This year, there is one category for all
written entries which can be memoirs,
biographies, essays, house histories or
original research relating to Vincent.
Non-residents can enter, but the
subject must be about people, places
or events in Vincent and no more
than 2000 words.
In 2019 we welcome a new sponsor for
the photographic awards, Claude Iaconi

of Abel Property. Claude entered some
great photos of his family’s Highgate deli
in last year’s awards and we thank him
for his enthusiasm and support of the
2019 awards.
This year we’ve simplified the
photographic entries into two
categories: historic and contemporary
(post-2000) images. It’s a great
opportunity for budding or established
photographers to snap away and share
views of life in Vincent’s suburbs. We’re
also encouraging younger people to
enter with prizes for under 18s. We
have extended the deadline for entries
to Friday 30 August.
Hope you enjoy reading this update of
current projects and upcoming speakers,
workshops and events for the winter
months.
Dr Susanna Iuliano
Senior Librarian, Local History Centre

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/vincentlibrary
VISIT US
Opening hours: Monday to Friday
9.00am – 1.00pm
*2.00pm – 5.00pm
(*variable - ring to confirm)

CONTACT:
Susanna Iuliano, Senior Librarian,
Local History (Mon – Thu)
Ph: 9273 6534
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WEBSITE:
library.vincent.wa.gov.au/localhistory-centre
EMAIL:
local.history@vincent.wa.gov.au

Catherine Lang, Librarian,
Local History (Mon, Wed and Fri)
Ph: 9273 6550
Local History News
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PADDO PUB PETITION
From the Friends of Local History
(Liz Millward)
Who knew that researching the
origins and changes to street names
in Vincent would uncover this
fascinating piece of Mount Hawthorn
history about the origins of the
Paddington Ale House (formerly the
Mount Hawthorn Hotel).
In 1930, the only hotels in the area
were the Oxford Hotel in Leederville
and the North Perth Hotel in Charles
Street. In 1930, over half the residents
of Mt Hawthorn signed a petition

Top: City of Vincent Local History Image Library:
PHO1058, Mount Hawthorn Hotel 1940s.
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in support of a publican’s general
licence for a new hotel on the corner
of North Beach Road (later renamed
Scarborough Beach Road) and Ilma
Street (later named Fairfield Street).
Residents were sick of long waits
to obtain a drink and they wanted
their own ‘local’. The petition had
1,255 names and signatures with the
occupations and addresses of the local
residents who signed. The petition was
challenged by police, publicans from
the nearby hotels and local community
groups who argued the proposed
pub was too close to schools and
churches and that “the quietude of the
neighbourhood would be disturbed.”
Despite the challenge, the licence
was granted and the Mount Hawthorn
Hotel was eventually built in 1932.

Local History News

Jazz singer Alexandra Bodycoat with interviewer Adam Trainer and cameraman Chris Murray
at The Ellington Jazz Club, April 2019.

Music in Vincent:

STORIES FROM VINCENT’S
LIVE MUSIC SCENE
One of the Local History Centre’s
latest projects is a series of interviews
about Vincent’s live music scene. The
interviews are being recorded in five
of Vincent’s iconic live music venues
from the past and present: The Hyde
Park Hotel, The Charles Hotel, The
Rosemount Hotel, The Ellington
Jazz Club and The North Perth Town
Hall. The Local History Centre has
teamed up with WA music specialist
Dr Adam Trainer from the State Library
City of Vincent Library and Local History Centre

of Western Australia to interview
owners, programme coordinators and
performers to discuss the history of
each venue. The first 3 interviews took
place in April this year at The Ellington
Jazz Club with performer Alexandra
Bodycoat, Ellington Jazz Club owner
Bernard Kong and Program Director
Cleo Shurrer. The interviews will become
part of the LHC’s collection of oral
history interviews and will be available
online on the COV YouTube channel.
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Lost Vincent

FITZGERALD STREET STORIES
Fitzgerald Street has so much history – its stories
could fill many books. From wetlands, to market
gardens, Baptists to Buddhists, chemists, grocers,
butchers, bakers, bookies – the street has seen it all.
Fitzgerald Street was named after
Captain Charles Fitzgerald, Governor
of WA from 1848-1855. The street
appears on Perth maps in the mid1850s, around the time that convict
labour was being used for road building
and swamp draining in the Perth area.
Fitzgerald Street remained a sandy
track until it was gravelled in the early
1900s to accommodate the building of
tram lines. A newspaper article from the
era describes it as “one line of arteries
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pumping population and trade into the
northern sections of Perth.” (The West
Australian, 3 October 1906).
In the 1900s, it became the backbone of
North Perth’s commercial and residential
district and a major transport artery.
Over the years, locals have shared
some great memories of Fitzgerald
Street with us through interviews or as
entries in the Local History Awards...

Local History News

There was an eclectic mix of greengrocers, butchers, milliners, haberdashers and
professional services like doctors and dentists – the area was very well serviced…
George Zimbulas was a fruiterer and I remember in 1941, when I was 12 years
old and shopping on my own, I asked him how much a particularly large
watermelon that I had my eye on cost. He replied that if I could carry it home it
was free – so I struggled up View Street hill carrying this huge watermelon feeling
the flare of his eyes on my back. Gee it tasted sweet!”
The Central Provisions store at 417 Fitzgerald (where North Perth Coles now stands)
sold a wide range of provisions. My fondest memory is of Picnic Biscuits. They were
iced, very indulgent, and were kept in beautiful tins, being lifted out and weighed
for each customer. To the other extreme, they also sold kerosene, needed by people
who did not have electricity supplied to their home. As recently as the 1950s we
remember there were several families in the area still without electricity…
Milliners, Drapers and a Peanut Machine (Recollection of Beryl & Sandra Long),
Local History Award Entry 2014.
City of Vincent Library and Local History Centre
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LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS 2019
Calling all photographers,
Instagrammers and writers to enter
photos or stories of life in Vincent
for the annual City of Vincent Local
History Awards. Win kudos (and
cash) by sharing your funny, quirky,
unique perspectives about life in
our community.
Since 2001, the awards have helped
the Local History Centre build an
amazing collection of photos and stories
about life in our local communities,
past and present. We are looking for
historic and contemporary photos and
encourage young people to enter
with prizes for under-18s. So get busy
snapping & scribbling!
Last year, we trialled a ‘People’s Choice
Award’ for the most popular photograph
with entrants in the running to win a
framed copy of their favourite image.
Mike Kouwen was the lucky winner. The
three most ‘liked’ images were: Punks
on Oxford Street (image above); Angove
Street in the 1980s (PH05609) and the
interior of the Lyons and Hart sheet
metal factory (PHO5636). This year,
the People’s Choice Award is a cash
prize which goes to the photographer
who enters the most popular image as
voted for by the public.
City of Vincent Library and Local History Centre

We also have a new sponsor of the
photographic awards, Claude Iaconi
from Abel Property who was an entrant
in last year’s awards. An independent
judging panel will assess all entries
and select prize winners.
Entries have been extended to a new
deadline: 30 August 2019.

Written Entries
Geoffrey Bolton Award: Life in Vincent
• 1st prize – $500
• 2nd prize – $250
• 3rd prize – $150
• Youth Award (schools or individuals
18 years and under): $100

Photographic Entries
Category 1: Historic Images (Pre 2000)
• 1st prize: $200
• 2nd prize: $100
• 3rd prize: $50
Category 2: Contemporary Images
(Post 2000)
• 1st prize: $200
• 2nd prize: $100
• 3rd prize: $50
People’s Choice Award: $100
Favourite photo as voted by public
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MEMOIR WRITING WORKSHOPS
Memoir writing workshop group with Melinda Tognini at the
Local History Centre.
Over the past few months, I’ve had
the delight, and privilege of running a
series of six workshops about writing
memoir and family history at the
Local History Centre. During these
workshops we’ve explored ways to get
started and how to draw on narrative
elements such as setting, character
and conflict to draft stories from life,
whether that be our own or those
of our ancestors.
It has been wonderful to see the stories
emerge and develop over our time
together. Often a shared memory has
10

triggered a range of memories in others.
The collective knowledge in the room
each fortnight has been astounding - so
many stories and information about
local history and times gone past. I
have been reminded once again about
the importance of everyday people
recording, either through oral history or
in the written word, telling their stories
and those of their ancestors. Without
local people like these workshop
participants – and you – it’s history
that will be lost.
Melinda Tognini
Local History News

VINCENT HERITAGE HERO

KAREN WILLIAMS
Commencing this issue, we will be
featuring a story about a local person
who goes above and beyond to
contribute in some way to preserve or
share Vincent’s heritage.
The inaugural ‘heritage hero’ is
Mt Hawthorn Primary School Year 3
teacher Karen Williams. Each year,
Karen takes her students out of the
classroom and into the local community
on a heritage walk. On a rainy and
blustery 14 June, Karen took 80 children
and parents on a 3 hour heritage walk
around Mt Hawthorn. The weather
didn’t dampen anyone’s enthusiasm
for local history. The kids were tough
troupers who listened, asked questions
and were a credit to their school and
parents. In an age when it’s getting
harder for teachers to venture out into
the world with their students, we salute
Karen for this great initiative and for
being such a passionate advocate for
local history and heritage.
City of Vincent Library and Local History Centre

WHAT’S NEW

IN THE LOCAL
HISTORY COLLECTION?
Commonwealth Games Tickets
Colin Scott recently donated
some wonderful photographs and
ephemera to the collection relating
to the 1962 Commonwealth
Games. What is ephemera you
ask? Anything collectible that was
originally meant to be discarded or
short lived such as tickets or flyers.
There is some wonderful ephemera
in the Local History Collection from
bottle labels of local soft-drink
manufacturers to newsletters from
local primary schools or sporting
clubs. We are always looking for
interesting ephemera to include
in the Collection.
Thank you Colin!
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IN-HOUSE
EVENTS
SPEAKERS & EVENTS
MORE AT
LIBRARY.VINCENT.WA.GOV.AU
FOLLOW THE CITY OF VINCENT
LIBRARY ON FACEBOOK

ELECTRIC TRANSPORT IN VINCENT
WEDNESDAY 28 AUGUST 2019
10 – 11.30AM
Local History Centre

Join Ian Pleydell, Perth transport
historian and author of ‘Tracks by the
Swan: the electric tram and trolley bus
era in Perth’ for a talk on the history
of electric public transport in Vincent.
Ian will discuss how the arrival of trams
and trolley buses shaped the suburbs
of Vincent and influenced the lives of
the people and the businesses in the
area, plus why the era of electric public
transport came to an end in the 1950s.
Presenter: Ian Pleydell,
Bookings preferred
Bookings: Eventbrite
Cost: Free, Includes light
refreshments
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NORTH PERTH HERITAGE WALK

DNA & FAMILY HISTORY

FRIDAY 13 SEPTEMBER
10AM – 12PM (APPROX. 2 HOURS)
Leaves from 1 Albert Street North Perth
(Albert Square)

WEDNESDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2019
1.30 – 3PM
Library Lounge

Come and explore the history of
North Perth. This two hour guided
walk in the heart of the original North
Perth town centre offers a glimpse
into the history of the area from early
20th century to the present day.
Visiting sites in Angove, View and
Fitzgerald Streets, the tour showcases
some of the people and places who
have contributed to North Perth’s
rich heritage.
Presenter: Dr Susanna Iuliano
Bookings: Eventbrite
Cost: Free
Participants are advised to wear
comfortable footwear, carry water and
a hat or umbrella in case of rain.

City of Vincent Library and Local History Centre

Geoff Barber from the Western
Australian Genealogical Society Inc.
will talk about the latest developments
in DNA testing and genetic
genealogy. This is an opportunity to
hear the latest information from the
‘DNA Down Under’ road show and
conference and will provide an update
on how DNA can assist in your family
history research.
Presenter: Geoff Barber from
Family History WA
Bookings: Eventbrite
Cost: Free, Includes light
refreshments
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CAN YOU HELP?
We’re looking for photos or stories about the shops and homes that were
formerly on the site of the North Perth Plaza. Until the late 1970s, the area
that is now 391 Fitzgerald Street (strata lots 1-21) was a collection of shops
and homes with street addresses from 391 to 427 Fitzgerald Street. In the late
1940s, businesses included a fruiterer, grocer, milliner, shoe store, tax agent and
chemist. Sophia Bogoias (nee Tolcon) whose family owned the Roman Bakery on
the corner of Alma and Fitzgerald Streets has shared these photos with us of the
rear lane behind the shops and view to the Alma and Fitzgerald Street corner in
1960. We would love to see any more detailed photos of the shops themselves
on Fitzgerald Street in the 1950s to 1970s if they exist.
Can you help?
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City of Vincent Library and Local History Centre
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LOCAL HISTORY
AWARDS 2019

Photo courtesy of
Georgia Kennedy

Capture Vincent’s history in words or pictures
Deadline Extended: Entries close 5pm Friday 30 August 2019
Enter online at library.vincent.wa.gov.au/local-history-centre
or call 9273 6534

Follow the City of Vincent Library on Facebook

Local History Centre
www.library.vincent.wa.gov.au
Email: local.history@vincent.wa.gov.au
Phone: 9273 6090
Address: 99 Loftus Street, Leederville, Western Australia, 6007
@vincentlibrary

@cityofvincentlibrary

@CityofVincent

