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Thank you to all of our entrants this year, making it a bigger year than ever!

We offered a new award the Geoffrey Bolton Award: Life in Vincent which inspired some
wonderful writing.

Geoffrey Bolton has been described as Western Australia's most prominent historian and one of
Australia’s most eminent historians, sadly passed away in September 2015.

Born on 5 November 1931 in Nurse Harvey's Hospital on Bulwer Street, Perth, he lived at 21 Ethel
Street, North Perth, for seven years of his life. The family then purchased 23 Daphne Street, North Perth,
where he lived from 1939 to 1954. Geoffrey attended North Perth State School and went on to win a
scholarship to Wesley College.

After school, he pursued his love of history at the University of Western Australia, and went on to study
at Oxford University, returning to Australia in 1957. He had a long academic career at the Australian
National University, Monash University and the University of Queensland. In 1973, he became the
Foundation Professor of History at Murdoch University. He was made an Officer of the Order of Australia
in 1984. Professor Bolton retired from academia in 1996, before serving as the Chancellor of Murdoch
University from 2002 to 2006. He was named West Australian of the Year in 2006.

Despite his long and industrious academic career Geoffrey's affection for North Perth never left him. In
1997 he published Daphne Street, a biography of an Australian community where the history of the
street is traced back to its first subdivision. Geoffrey reflects on characters and places from his childhood,
and reveals his affection for growing up in North Perth. This exploration of Daphne Street would make a
significant contribution to the wider history of Australia and the world.

"These were my people, and it is right that | should be their chronicler.”



It is appropriate that we should honour our chronicler by creating this award. His widow Carol consented
to the naming of this award and stated that 'he would have been delighted that you have offered this'.

>>The winners of the inaugural Geoffrey Bolton Award are:

> First prize: Gail Dorter
Memories of Marmion Street 1945-1956 is a wonderfully, engagingly written
childhood memoir of life in North Perth.

>The judges found this to be a comprehensive piece of writing, which touched on so
many aspects of life. Written from the perspective of a young girl, there were many
details mentioned in this memoir that were unique, including a description of the first
suburban swimming pool in North Perth, which was also a home to frogs and ducks. It
was considered that this would make an ideal resource for schools to stimulate
children’s interest in local history and examine their own life stories.

> Second prize: Gavan Bromilow
The Memoir of a very naughty boy follows Gavan's life into his late teens. It contains
detailed memories of life as a student at North Perth Primary School.

>This engagingly written memoir from childhood to late teens provides a valuable
document of life in the working class suburbs. It also documents the effect on families
of fathers who came home from war with mental health issues which caused drinking
problems. Despite the adversity this very personal story is told with a sense of humour.

>>0Open Award

(Two prizes were given in this category, plus two special school prizes and an acknowledgement.)

> First prize: Andrew Duckworth
Suburban Bravery: The Firemen of North Perth 1902-1926 traces the history of the
development of North Perth while following the development of the North Perth Fire
Service.

>The judges felt that this book contained good local research, which wove in incidental
things learned about the people and the development of North Perth. It also provided
valuable background into the development of the fire service; levels between
volunteers and professionals and the demands on the service.

» Second Prize: John Donnelly
In Search of Gold: adventures of our Donnelly ancestors is a fantastic little self-
published book telling the story of the Donnelly family



>a well written local family history which is connected to broader State, National and
International history. It particularly focused on the economy, the impact of mining and
the wars and their effect on a working class family. The relevance of these background
events was well balanced with the family history. It was ‘warts and all family history done
well’l

>>Special Acknowledgement to the Mount Hawthorn Primary School Library for the
donation of the Margaret Kindergarten Archive to the Local History Collection

This includes:
e an album “Highlights in the life of the Margaret Kindergarten since 1938
e the history of the Margaret Kindergarten 1938-1971 written by Mrs Dorothy Richards
e Many hundreds of photographs ranging from 1955 to 2005

We were thrilled to have some year 10 students from Aranmore Catholic College and Mount Lawley
Senior High School enter into the Open Awards this year. As a result the judges have awarded two
special prizes.

>>Student Award>Individual Entry

» Winner: Max Bostock, Samuel Houlton, Eric Jong and Samuel Marcus from Mount
Lawley Senior High School
A History of the East Perth Loco Depot

>All of the judges were very impressed with this entry, which showed excellent
research, was engagingly written, and had wide ranging coverage of a topic which is
currently not well covered in the Local History Collection.

>>Student Award> School Entry

» Winner: Aranmore Catholic College
Historical Walk around sites in the City of Vincent, pinned in Google maps
Year 10 students constructed web pages which provided historical information,
photographs and significance statements on their chosen sites. They also conducted
interviews and spent a day in the Local History Centre to gather information.

>This an excellent framework for student participation, especially as it can be built on

over the years. It will also encourage people to engage with history on their phones and
online.



Photographic Memories

>>Category One > a single photograph Pre-1950 (2 prizes)

» Roma Shilling

Roma’s mother lvy Neame built this house at 114 Buxton Street, Mount
Hawthorn. Widowed in January 1930, she bought the block for $50 and
built the house for $450. The family moved in by July 1930. The
photograph was taken in 1947.

>The judges were intrigued by the design of the house with the two
matching sides, plus the small blocks stacked between the stumps,
probably to keep out pests and breezes. It was also considered unusual
that the weatherboards were not painted.

Friends John Bell, known as ‘Ort Short” and John Bull in their “ Sunday best”
taken in the backyard of 81 Smith Street, Highgate, 1946

>This is a charming character study of children in post-war suburbia. The
corrugated iron, wooden supports and bricks of the backyard along with the boys
clothing all portray their social background.

>>Category One > a single photograph 1950 -1986 (2 prizes)

» Maxine Harvey and Jim Rayfield
BT e - f»ﬁ

@ Maxine and Sean Rayfield beside Lake Monger in Mount Hawthorn,

~| prior to the freeway construction, c. 1962

>Interesting that this land up to the edge of the lake looks such a
wasteland.

> Tessa Ratcliffe




Photographs of Tessa parents when they first knew each other. Maria is outside her family home at 58
Egina Street and Tony is outside 23 Marian Street.

>The judges found the two photos of equal merit, so have made the award for both. The hairdos,
posture, clothing and attitude are so representative of the 1960s!

>>Category Two > A photo study of 2 to 6 photographs (2 prizes)

> Helene Offer

Shown are three in a series of 6 photographs featuring the changes at 38 Joel Terrace between 1946
and 2002.

Originally the home of the Ledger family (foundry owners in Perth), it was purchased by Helene's
grandfather in 1946. Her parents later became the owners and Helene now lives there with her family,
making this their family home for four generations.

>The judges liked the fact that this series shows many changes over the years; colour schemes, roof
lines, garages and even bus stops and shelters. Good also to see the front and back and from various
angles.

» Pam Clarke

This is also a series of six which depicts the history of a house and the family associated with it over 97
years. Dorothy Jenkins was born in this house in 1920 and is seen as a child and young woman with
her parents and later as a grandmother with her husband and grandchildren.

>The judges noted the changes to the house, reflecting the taste of different eras in garden walls,
house walls, roofs, garages and gardens are documented in this series.



