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Eve Pownall Award for 
Information Books Short List

Factual books with imaginative presentation, 0-18 years

Picture Book Short List
Where story, theme or concept is unified  

through illustrations, 0-18 years

Ten Pound Pom
by Carole Wilkinson
The true story of award-winning author Carole 
Wilkinson’s immigration to Australia.

Do not lick this book
by Idan Ben-Barak
A brilliantly simple, funny, interactive picture 
book that introduces children to the strange, 
unseen world of microbes all around them.

The Great Rabbit Chase
by Freya Blackwood 
Gumboots is a beautiful pet rabbit, but he likes 
to escape. A story that celebrates what it means 
to live in a community and a reminder that life 
is full of surprises.

M is for Mutiny!  
History by Alphabet
by John Dickon
M is for Mutiny! History by Alphabet is a  
taste of the intriguing history of Australia 
and the many entry points for children to 
explore further.

Mopoke
by Philip Bunting
This is a Mopoke. Mopoke loves peace and 
quiet. He is about to find out that you can’t 
always get what you want.

Left & Right
by Lorna Hendry 
From our hands and feet to our eyes and ears, 
the notion of left and right is inescapable. 
The vast extent of how this deceptively simple 
subject shapes our lives is revealed in the Left 
and Right book!

The big book of Antarctica
by Charles Hope
Antarctica is the driest, coldest and wildest 
continent on Earth. Welcome to The Big Book 
of Antarctica.

Swan Lake
by Anne Spudvilas
A magnificent visual retelling of the classic 
ballet story from a much-loved, award- 
winning illustrator.

Amazing Australians in  
Their Flying Machines
by Prue & Kerry Mason
Author and licensed pilot Prue Mason shares 
how a handful of early aviators helped 
Australia reach beyond its borders to lands 
far away.

Florette
by Anna Walker
When Mae has to move house from the country 
to the city, she feels lonely and sad - until she 
discovers a beautiful place full of green in the 
centre of Paris.

Koala
by Claire Saxby
When a young male koala outgrows his 
mother’s pouch, it’s time to find a new home 
for himself — braving perils and adventures 
along the way.

CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK 
18 - 24 AUGUST 2018

Must-read children’s 
books of 2018 

A Walk in the Bush
by Gwyn Perkins
Little Iggy doesn’t want to leave the house, 
but Grandad insists – they always have fun 
together. What follows is a wonderful journey 
in the great Australian outdoors with singing 
birds, wallaby surprises, secret caterpillar 
messages and oodles of grandad humour.
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Early Childhood Short List
Pre-reading to early reading, 0-7 years

Younger Readers Short List
For young readers, 8-12 years

Older Readers Short List
For mature readers, 13-18 years

Hark, It's Me, Ruby Lee!
By Lisa Shanahan
A delightful story about an adorable and 
irrepressible heroine from CBCA award-winning 
author Lisa Shanahan.

The Second Sky
by Patrick Guest
The first thing Gilbert sees when he hatches 
from his egg is the sky. It is love at first sight 
and from that moment on Gilbert longs to fly 
like other birds.

Rodney Loses it!
By Michael Gerard Bauer
A truly hysterical search for a missing pen, by 
award-winning author Michael Gerard Bauer.

The Elephant
by Peter Carnavas
Olive’s father has a sadness so big that she 
imagines it as an enormous elephant following 
him around. With the help of her cheery 
grandad and best friend, Arthur, Olive sets out 
to chase the elephant away.

Mallee Boys 
by Charlie Archbold
Sandy Douglas knows that life at fifteen is 
hard, but it’s even harder when your mother 
died a year ago and nothing’s gone right since.

How to Bee
by Bren MacDibble
A story about family, loyalty, kindness and 
bravery, set against an all-too-possible future 
where climate change has forever changed the 
way we live.

In The Dark Spaces
by Cally Black
The latest winner of the Ampersand Prize is a 
genre-smashing hostage drama about 14-year-
old Tamara, who’s faced with an impossible 
choice when she falls for her kidnappers.

Henrietta and the Perfect Night
by Martine Murray
Henrietta, the great go-getter, is going to be 
a big sister, but she’ll have to wait half way to 
Christmas before the baby is ready.

Take Three Girls  
by Cath Crowley et al
When St Hilda’s establishes a Year 10 Wellness 
Program in response to the era of cyber-
bullying, three girls are thrown together and an 
unlikely friendship is sparked.

Marsh and Me
by Martine Murray
Marsh and Me is a story about friendship and 
trust and learning to believe in yourself and 
what makes you special.

Because of You
by Pip Harry
Books can save anyone. If they’re the  
right ones.

The Shop at Hoopers Bend
by Emily Rodda
From one of Australia’s most renowned 
children’s authors, this is a story about coming 
home when you didn’t even know that was 
where you belonged.

The Secret Science of Magic
by Melissa Keil
A captivating novel about two extraordinary 
teens, and the unsolvable problem of life after 
high school.

The Grand, Genius Summer of 
Henry Hoobler
by Lisa Shanahan
The warm-hearted story of Henry Hoobler and 
the summer when a new friend, a silver bike 
and unexpected adventures turn him inside out 
like a pocket, into something new.

Ballad for a Mad Girl
by Vikki Wakefield
Ballad for a Mad Girl is a ghost thriller with a 
literary angle. An action-packed page turner 
about survival and the different ways we deal 
with grief.

Boy
by Phil Cummings
Boy lived in a silent world and couldn’t hear 
the fighting. But Boy could see the fear  
around him... and how everyone would be 
much happier.

The Very Noisy Baby
by Alison Lester
Here is the story of a very noisy baby. The baby 
loves to make all kinds of sounds. She’s really 
very loud. But when some animals in the town 
go missing, can the very noisy baby help?

I’m Australian Too
by Mem Fox
I’m Australian! How about you?


