iy ox vt ‘ EDISON

,le LOCAL HISTORY CENTRE | "‘°°°%"7

LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS 2025
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S WRITTEN AWARD:
HISTORY
el LIFE [N VINGENT

2024

ABOUT A PERSON, FAMILY OR GROUP

Prizes are awarded for well written and researched written
entries which can be in the form of a memaoir, biography,
diary, essay or original research on people, places or events
in the Vincent area.

FIRST PRIZE

Thomas Axford, right, with other Victoria Cross winners at a 1928 Anzac Day Ceremony.

James De Leo
Axford VC

A look at the military career of Thomas Axford, a Mount Hawthorn local who won the
Victoria Cross for his exemplary service in World War |, James has written an excellent
and concise piece that looks at Thomas' time in the AlF.

Judges’ Comments: An interesting biography of a celebrated local, this was
well-written, concise, and adds a significant portion to the story of an important,

historical figure.

Read here: librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en GB/search/asset/4802/0



http://librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en_GB/search/asset/4802/0
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Peer Educators and Community Development Officers of the Freedom Centre.

Francis Raven on behalf of the Freedom Centre

Freedom

Freedom tells the story of the Freedom Centre both as an organisation and as a place
in Frame Court, and highlights the important role the organisation has had in the
LGBTQIA+ community.

Judges’ Comments: They were impressed by Francis’ story-telling, their
acknowledgement of the history of the building before the Freedom Centre's tenure,

and the important contribution it makes to Vincent's contemporary history.

Read here: librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en GB/search/asset/4805/0



http://librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en_GB/search/asset/4805/0
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THIRD PRIZE (1 OF 2)
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The mystery footballer, ¢ 1910s.

Jack Vercoe

The Mystery East Perth Footballer

Having found a photo of an unnamed footballer from the early 20th century, Jack tried
to uncover their identity, drawing a strong conclusion with some entertaining side
stories along the way.

Judges’ Comments: This was a strong analysis performed on a local mystery, made
impressive by the very limited sources available.

Read here: librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en GB/search/asset/4809/0



http://librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en_GB/search/asset/4809/0
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THIRD PRIZE (2 OF 2)

A Pascomi delivery truck, 1934.

Sam Kennedy

Pascomi: It is vital to all

Pascomi: It is vital to all is a history of the milk pasteurisation plant that used to stand on
Stuart Street next to the Union Maltings, and the interesting way in which they tried to
convince the public of the benefits of pasteurised milk.

Judges’ Comments: This story presents some very interesting research about a Vincent
institution that will make a valuable contribution to the record of the many long-gone

factories and industrial facilities in the local area.

Read here: librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en GB/search/asset/4808/0



http://librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en_GB/search/asset/4808/0
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WRITTEN AWARD.
HISTORY OF A PLAGE

ABOUT A HOUSE, BUILDING, PARK, OR PLACE

Prizes are awarded for well written and researched written
entries which can be in the form of a memaoir, biography,
diary, essay or original research on a house, building, park,
or place in the Vincent area.

FIRST PRIZE

i
David McLoughlin

Brookman and Moir Street — A century and a half
of community

Part of a larger work, David has created a comprehensive history of the Brookman and
Moir Street precinct, which is a vital component to the City’s heritage.

Judges’ comments: The judges though this was an important contribution to heritage

research of the Brookman Moir precinct, and they particularly enjoyed the breadth of
the work, covering so much in such a short piece.

Read here: librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en GB/search/asset/4803/0


http://librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en_GB/search/asset/4803/0
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Money Street in autumn, 2024.

Helen Atkinson

Money — the street, the man, the novel

Helen’s Money is an entertaining dive into the history of Money Street, based on a
fascinating 1933 novel by John K Ewers that includes mystery, romance, and a dubious
etymology for the eponymous Street.

Judges' comments: The judges thought this was incredibly well researched and
sourced, and is an excellent and informative profile of an area in Vincent, with

compelling writing to boot.

Read here: librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en GB/search/asset/4821/0



http://librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en_GB/search/asset/4821/0
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A view of the Speaking Rock and its neighbouring art installations at Smith’s Lake.

Patricia Schraven

The Speaking Rock

A story told from the perspective of the Speaking Rock at Smiths Lake, Pat has crafted
a unique and compelling story about the art installation and the important historical
context of why it's there and why it speaks.

Judges’ Comments: The judges enjoyed this piece through its use of unique

perspective, and thought it was a valuable historical contribution about an almost
forgotten installation.

Read here: librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en_GB/search/asset/4811/0



http://librarycatalogue.vincent.wa.gov.au/client/en_GB/search/asset/4811/0

h?sﬂl“ulw PHOTOGRAPHIC AWARD CATEGORY:
v HISTORIC IMAGES (PRE 2000)

2025 FIRST PRIZE

Heather Barrett

Part of a large collection of images taken by Heather's great-grandfather Sam Wilson,
this image depicts two members of the Police Wireless Branch digging a hole to install
radio lines near the Highgate Police Station.

Judge’s Comments: The judges were impressed by the image’s depiction of the hard
work associated with breaking in a brand-new technology, and that it was instantly
recognisable as being the City of Vincent with the Highgate ventilation tower in the
background. The outfits are charming and evoke the period of the photo, and it was
noted that taking such a photo with contemporary technology would have been
difficult, which made the image particularly commendable.

Image link here: https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06953&s=&d=



https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06953&s=&d=
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SECOND PRIZE

Christine Della Vedova on behalf of Highgate
Primary School

This is just one of the images that were part of a small collection of Marjorie Stimson’s
photos, donated to Highgate Primary School by her daughter Jillian McGhie. Marjorie
was a teacher at the school for almost 50 years, and hand-made all of the costumes in
the photos.

Judge’s Comments: The judges chose this photo because it was a delightful
depiction of school life in the City of Vincent in the 1930s, and a great representation
of Highgate Primary School’s hundred years of history in the area. The subject shows
the dedication Marjorie Stimson had for her teaching, and the judges found that
particularly commendable.

Image link here: https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06929&s=&d=


https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06929&s=&d=

LOCAL
HISTORY
AWARDS
2024

THIRD PRIZE
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Kate Salinger on behalf of PFLAG

Part of a classic, pleather-bound photo album full of images of PFLAG's protests and
celebrations, this image shows PFLAG members Alice, Margaret, Joy, June, Helen, and
John outside Perth Oval during the Gay Olympics in 1991.

Judge’s Comments: The judges were impressed by this photo as not only does it
capture a beautiful and unique moment in Perth’s LGBTQIA+ history, it is an important
historical record as it teaches us about a little known event in Perth, and it captures the
heritage listed facade and trees at Perth Oval. This was noted as a particularly pertinent
image as the City of Vincent and Perth will be joint hosts of the Gay Olympics (now the
Gay Games) in 2030.

Image link here: https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06830&s=&d=



https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06830&s=&d=
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Images of the Spiteri siblings outside their home at Gill Street, North Perth, in the 1960s.

Claudia Sorgiovanni

Judge’s Comments: The image of Tony Spiteri and his car is wonderfully composed
with great colour, showing a type of front garden with flowerbeds and cyclone fencing
that was very much the style at the time. The image of Paulette and Tony is a great
example of 60s fashion which makes it immediately recognisable, and the judges
thought it was a beautiful image.

Image Library Link: https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=spiteri&s=&d=



https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=spiteri&s=&d=
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Image of a school performance in the 1950s.

Julie Kelly on behalf of Mount Hawthorn

Primary School

Judge’s Comments: While the context behind this photo might be lost, this is a visually
compelling image from the Mount Hawthorn Primary School collection that has a

real sense of whimsy despite a kind of organised chaos, and rewards the viewer with
careful inspection.

Image Library Link: https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06873&s=&d=



https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06873&s=&d=
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PHOTOGRAPHIC AWARD CATEGORY:
CONTEMPORARY IMAGES (POST 2000)

FIRST PRIZE

Heritage protected buildings on Newcastle Street standing on supporting columns as extensive works are

done around and under them, circa 2012.

Regina Eccleston-Wirth
Pillars of Heritage.

The judges were particularly impressed how it captures not only the present of the day
it was taken, but the past of the heritage building as well, something that Regina sagely
points out in her description of the image will likely not be seen again for centuries, if
ever. ltis a valuable representation of how the City treats heritage, preserving the past
while moving forward into the future.

Image link here: https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06922&s=8&d


https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06922&s=&d
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Image of a skater at Y HQ in Leederville. According to Sophie’s research, the skater is potentially Richard

McDowell, though perhaps we’ll never know for certain.

Sophie Minissale on behalf of the Y HQ

Airtime

The judges thought this was a unique action shot that captured the skate park in
Leederville in a particular moment in time, crucially before it undergoes significant
change. The skater’s clothes and the rally car drive this home, showing us the style
of the time in 2005, which is critical for future interpretation and helps to establish
contemporary historical information.

Image link here: https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06926&s=8&d=



https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06926&s=&d=

L0CAL THIRD PRIZE
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Image of the Greek Orthodox church on the corner of Carr and Charles streets under twilight.

Gabe Ru

The judges thought this was a moody photo of the Carr Street side of the Evangelismos
Church, it depicts a historical building in an aesthetically pleasing way, and is placed

in time by the “40 area” road sign, giving us a glimpse into how the area has changed
around the church itself, which itself hasn’t seen much change.

Image link here: https://cit



https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06950&s=&d=

LOCAL ,
TR PEOPLE'S CHOIGE AWARD

This award goes to the image that is voted best by

AWAR[IS the community, with images that win Judges’ prizes
being ineligible.
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The Police Wireless Branch assemble radio and aerial equipment, Smith Street, Highgate, 1940

Heather Barrett

Another really interesting photo from the days of setting up wireless radio in Highgate,
this image depicts members of the Police Wireless Branch assembling radio equipment
on the verandah of the police station on Smith Street.

Image link here: https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06951&s=&d=

Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all contributors.

All photographic entries can be viewed online at: cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me



http://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me
https://cityofvincent.imagelibrary.me/search?q=ph06951&s=&d=

